
Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I 
call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one 
another.  (John 15:12-17 12)

2020 Memorial Day Service of Readings & Prayer 
Pastor: Hear the Word of our Lord recorded in John’s Gospel the fifteenth 
chapter. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does 
not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all 
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I 
command you, so that you will love one another.  
 On this Memorial Day we remember our loved ones who gave of 
themselves, their time and opportunities, and for some, their lives. Yet, as we 
remember their great selfless sacrifice for us, we remember the greatest 
sacrifice of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for us and all people. May it be 
that on this Memorial Day we pause to remember: those who serve, those 
who served, and those who died serving.  May it be also we remember God’s 
greatest love and service given to us in His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
  

+ READINGS AND PRAYERS + 
Scripture: “The lord Himself goes before you and will be with you; He will 
never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged” (Deuteronomy 31:8). 
Dear All-Present Lord, At this moment, sons and daughters, wives and 
husbands, fathers and mothers are receiving their orders for service to us and 
our nation.  Before them is a unknown future and a road untraveled. We give 
thanks that their road is known to You. You have gone before them, and 
because that is so, there is peace. As they journey to a new place of 
deployment, we ask that You lead them, step-by-step, day-by-day. Send Your 
Holy Spirit so that each day they may be sure that in Jesus Christ, they are 
directed, supplied, protected, corrected, and cared for by You. Lord Jesus,  
Ever guide them in all the unexpected events. Let it be sufficient for them to 
know that wherever they go and whatever may come, You are God who has 
gone before. Amen.  
Scripture: “But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for 
our iniquities: the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him; and by 
His wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).  
Lord Jesus, at this moment, sons and daughters, wives and husbands, fathers 
and mothers are recovering from visible injuries sustained in their service to 
us. You, Lord Jesus, were once wounded for humankind’s transgressions and 
silently suffered under the pain and hurt that we deserved. This day we bring 
before You the pains and hurts of those who have been laid low by wound 
and injury of the body. We ask You, the one who can heal deep pains and 
sufferings profound, to extend your healing hand. Lord, we pray the skill and 
wisdom You have entrusted to those who attend their wounds may be 
effective. May those who are hurting be given patience and peace. Amen. 



“He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be 
no end” (Isaiah 9:6-7).  
Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, at this moment, sons and daughters, wives and 
husbands, fathers and mothers are confronted with the horrors of war. They 
have seen terrible things, which stay with them for a very long time. Dear 
Jesus, although we need You always, especially at this moment, we ask You 
to send Your Spirit to comfort their minds and still their hearts. Through Your 
suffering, death, and resurrection, You have the ability to take the brokenness 
of humankind and give all believers a peace which cannot be broken or bent 
by what we think and do to each other. Jesus, when it seems darkness will 
last forever, You bring the dawn. When it seems life’s storms will never stop, 
You can still them with Your command, “Peace, be still,” and it will be so. 
Lord, the prophet Isaiah called You “the Prince of Peace” at Your birth and 
the angels promised peace would come to those who follow You. Dear 
Savior, give that peace which You alone can supply. Amen.  
“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on Me [Jesus], because the Lord has 
anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1).  
Lord Jesus, at this moment sons and daughters, wives and husbands, fathers 
and mothers are held as trophies of nations. You sacrificed Yourself so that 
freedom might be won for all who are held captive by sin, death, and the 
devil. Over the centuries You have watched over Your own, even during 
times of imprisonment. At Your ascension, You promised to always be with 
Your disciples. Today that promise needs to be fulfilled for those who are 
held as prisoners of war. Be with those whose physical movements are 
limited, who are surrounded by unfriendly faces and who don’t know what 
the future may hold. During these days of uncertainty, may they remain 
faithful to their country, which is working for their release and may they trust 
their Redeemer who has paid the price for their soul’s freedom. Lord, be with 
all the captive and let them see that although their bodies may be chained, 
their souls are free in You. Amen. 
“Where can I go from Your Spirit? Where can I flee from Your presence? If I 
go up to the heavens, You are there; if I make my bed in the depths, You are 
there” (Psalm 139:7-8).  
All-Knowing Lord, at this moment sons and daughters, wives and husbands, 
fathers and mothers are missing and their families are left wondering. Terror 
of the unknown is always high on the list of our greatest fears. The unknown 
paralyzes us, leaving us helpless, unable to decide in which direction we 
should go. Today there continues to be those who are “missing in action” and 
families are being told that their loved one is missing. Lord, we come to You 
because You, who know the location of every small sparrow and has 
numbered the hairs on every head, know where these people are. There is no 
place they can be which is unknown to You. Heavenly Father, if these souls 
are in need, help them; if they are injured, heal them; if they are in danger, 

shield them. In the name of the Good Shepherd who came to seek and save 
the lost. Amen.  
“[Jesus] w ent up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He 
said, ‘Young man, I say to you, get up!’ The dead man sat up and began to 
talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother” (Luke 7:14-15).  
Lord Jesus, Lord of Life, at this moment the families and friends of sons and 
daughters, wives and husbands, fathers and mothers, along with brothers and 
sisters in arms, all bare the awful load of the separation of death. Lord Jesus, 
we pray that the good cause for which they have made the supreme sacrifice 
might be successful, peace maintained, and liberty given. We ask that they be 
respected and remembered for their willingness to fight for that which they 
felt was honorable. Dear Lord Jesus, during this time of earthly loss, we give 
thanks that Your resurrection from the dead guarantees eternal life and 
salvation to all who believe in You. Even as You once raised the young man 
of Nain, so you shall raise all who have fallen asleep in You. In triumph, You 
shall give them eternal life. Send Your Holy Spirit in needed measure to 
those that mourn, that they may be comforted with the knowledge that Your 
sacrifice has given us forgiveness and eternal life. Amen. 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. (Psalm 23:1)  
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, You call men to serve as Pastors, under-shepherds 
for your people, who are charged to care for the souls of Your people. Some 
of these under-shepherds you call to serve You and their country in the office 
of Chaplain, both active and reserve. Theirs is a difficult job. They serve the 
Prince of Peace upon the battlefield. They preach the life You bring 
surrounded by death. They take orders from those above them, but remain 
loyal to You. Dear Lord, keep safe these shepherds who care for warriors, 
who faithfully announce the Word of God and administer the Sacraments in 
difficult places. Open the ears and hearts of many to hear and receive the 
Good News of Jesus they bring. Strengthen them, keep them faithful, dearest 
Jesus. Amen.  
God of mercy, grant patience and insight to our chaplains, and all support 
persons who serve in all branches of our armed forces. Only through Your 
sustaining love can they move with confidence and joy. For these and all 
things we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and rules 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

+ BENEDICTION +


