



St. John’s Lutheran Church, Corliss TWP. MN
COVID-19 Plan and Procedure for Re-Engaging in Public Religious Gatherings: 

Phase I

On May 13th, 2020 Governor Tim Walz in his Emergency Executive Order 20-56 declared an end to the Shelter-
in-place order and the initiated the “Stay Safe Minnesota” campaign.  Order 20-56 allows faith-based communities to 
gather, following social distance and sanitary protocols, in groups of no more than 10 (“Small Group Gathering”).  Under 
the allowances given by Emergency Executive Order 20-56, St. John’s Lutheran Church will begin offering Small Group 
Gathering for fellowship around Word and Sacrament.  This COVID-19 Plan and Procedure for Re-Engaging in Public 
Religious Gathering is in response to the Northern Minnesota District recommendation.  Small Group Gatherings will not 
replace online Sunday Morning Services, which will continue.

The COVID-19 Plan and Procedure for Re-engaging in Public Religious Gathering for St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Corliss TWP is set up in a phased-in approach. 
Phase I - As allowed by Order 20-56: 

   *Small Group Gathering of 10 around Word and Sacrament.
A. Leading Up to Service(s):
1) In Preparation for Small Group opportunities for Word and Sacrament at St. John’s:

• Before Small Group Word and Sacrament services begin the church will be given a thorough deep clean and sanitation 
including but not limited to: bathrooms, handrails, and doors.

• Nine folding chairs will be set up in the front of the church and spaced six feet apart per CDC Social Distancing 
recommendations. These will be wiped down with Clorox Wipes following each small group gathering.

• Individuals who wish are welcomed to wear masks and masks will be made available.  Masks will be washed and 
sanitized as per CDC recommendations.

• Hand Sanitizer will be made available. 
• This is an optional opportunity for the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church.  If you feel unsafe at this time, please 

do not feel pressured to join. 

2) Small Group Gathering around Word and Sacrament Plan and Procedure at St. John’s:
• Members will be invited to contact pastor if they are interested in attending a small group gathering.  The pastor will 

make contact with the member to sign up for a Small Group Gathering spot.  Nine members will be allowed at each 
service, as the pastor counts as one of the ten allowed by Emergency Executive Order 20-56.  

• Small Group Gathering Services will be approximately 20 minutes in length, beginning on Monday, May 25th: 
• Times for Service will be: 

• Monday and Sunday Evenings: 7:00 and 7:30 pm.
• Wednesday Afternoon: 1:00 pm, 1:30 pm & 2:00 pm.

• Entry will be only through the North (Tar Parking Lot) Doors.  The doors will be propped open until service begins 
and after service is over to limit contact and possible contamination.  Elevator will be available.  Doors and elevator 
will be sanitized with Clorox Wipes.

• Pastor will have a mask on and will follow Social Distancing guidelines.
• Lord’s Supper will be offered using safe and sanitary procedures.

• The Lord’s Body and Blood will be given using individual cups.  Each cup and host will be on its own plate.
• If a member would like to receive the Lord’s Supper by Common Cup, please contact pastor.

• A printed modified format of Vespers (with a short homily) will be provided and will be set on each chair, after the 
chair has been sanitized.  The printed service will be disposed of after the service in a trash receptacle located outside 
the sanctuary.  This is to limit possible contamination by use of hymnals.

• Offering plates will be located at the Sanctuary doors to receive any offerings.
• At this time temperatures will not be taken.  Those attending are encouraged to use common sense and also the care 

for other’s health and safety if attending.


