



Official Notice:
COVID-19 Plan and Procedure for Re-Engaging in Public Religious Gatherings: Phase II

for
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Corliss TWP. MN 

Adopted by the Board of Elders for the Congregation on May 28, 2020
* * *

On May 27th, 2020 Governor Tim Walz in his Emergency Executive Order 20-63 amended the 
restriction which Order 20-56 placed upon houses of worship.  Order 20-63 continues the “Stay Safe 
Minnesota” campaign of the Minnesota State Government to suppress the spread of COVID-19. Order 20-63 
allows “Places of worship, funeral homes, and other venues that offer gathering space for weddings, funerals, or 
planned services such as worship, rituals, prayer meetings, or scripture studies, may host such weddings, 
funerals, or services with over 10 people, provided that they adhere to the following requirements: 

A. In all settings, ensure a minimum of 6 feet of physical distancing between households.
B. In indoor settings, occupancy must not exceed 25 percent of the normal occupant capacity as 
     determined by the fire marshal, with a maximum of 250 people in a single self- contained space.
C. In outdoor settings, gatherings must not exceed 250 individuals.
D. Develop and implement a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan in accordance with applicable guidance 
     available at DEED’s guidance website.”  

Under the allowances given by Emergency Executive Order 20-63, St. John’s Lutheran Church will 
begin to transition from offering Small Group Gathering for fellowship around Word and Sacrament to onsite 
Sunday Morning Worship. 

The COVID-19 Plan and Procedure for Re-engaging in Public Religious Gathering for St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Corliss TWP. 

* * *
Phase II - As allowed by Order 20-63: 

*Limited gathering of 25% of normal capacity for Word and Sacrament.
** Due to the ever-changing nature of this health crisis it may happen, either at the Emergency Executive Order 
of the Governor or at the discretion of the Board of Elders, that a reassessment of ability to effectively follow 
the necessary protocols may happen and a reevaluation of the ability for continued on-site worship.  If it is 
determined either by State or Board of Elders that services are required to be scaled back (not suspended), the 
worship at St. John’s will regress back to Phase 1: Small Group Gathering and its governing protocols.
A. Leading Up to Service(s): 
1) In Preparation for Small Group opportunities for Word and Sacrament at St. John’s: 

• Before onsite Worship of God’s Word and Sacrament begin the church will be given a thorough deep 
clean and sanitation including but not limited to: bathrooms, handrails, and doors. 

• Pews will be determined and marked for best social distancing measures and attendance. 
• Guidelines of Sanitary Protocol will be developed in accordance to Minnesota and District suggestions.
• Hand Sanitizer will be made available. 
• This is an optional opportunity for the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church. If you feel unsafe at this 

time, please do not feel pressured to join. 



2) Limited On-site Sunday Morning Divine Worship with Word and Sacrament Plan and Procedure at St. 
John’s: 

• Weather permitting the Sanctuary windows will be open for air movement and exchange. 
• Divine Service will be shortened to 30 minuets to limit the amount of time the members and visitors are 

in proximity with one another.
• Divine Service will be offered on Sunday Morning at 9 and 10 am. 
• The Balcony will be closed until further notice to limit contact and potential exposure to our organists.
• Entry will be only through the North (Tar Parking Lot) Doors. The doors will be propped open until 

service begins and after service is over to limit contact and possible contamination. Use of the elevator 
will be available. Doors and elevator will be sanitized with Clorox Wipes.

• An Elder will greet members and visitors at the north parking lot door. Members and visitors will be 
invited to use hand sanitizer, reminded to wear his/her mask if they have one, and direct immediately to 
the sanctuary or basement fellowship area, with provided audio and video. Members and vistors will 
directed to a specified seat in the sanctuary to aid in social distancing while maximizing our seating 
capacity.

• Attendance is limited to 25% of capacity per the Minnesota Department of Health’s guidelines. The 
Board of Elders have set an attendance cap of 30 for worship. To ensure that all members have the 
opportunity to worship on-site on Sunday, members and visitors will RSVP attendance by visiting the 
church’s website at www.stjohnsperham.com. Once the capacity has been met, RSVP’s will no longer be 
accepted.  Small group gatherings of 10 or less will continue on Sunday evening, 7 & 7:30 and 
Wednesday afternoon, 1:00 - 1:30 - 2:00 pm. Sunday services a planned to continue to be streamed on 
Facebook and our Website.  At this time the balcony will be closed for the protection of our organists.

• Communion will be offered at each service offered.  The distribution will happen one pew at a time to 
maintain social distancing.  Individual cups will be used.  The Pastor and Assisting Elder will distribute 
the Lord’s body and blood at each individual pew in order to avoid unnecessary movement. The aim of 
the Board of Elders is to conduct distribution of the Lord’s Supper in a way that considers all of the 
suggested health practices and also reverent.

• Singing is an important part of our worship. Some recent studies have shown the greater potential for 
transmitting COVID-19 through singing. Minnesota Health guidelines suggest omitting singing from 
worship.  At this time, congregational singing will continue at St. John’s, however be limited to 2 hymns 
with limited stanzas. 

• The Pastor, assisting elders, and ushers will have a masks on and will follow Social Distancing 
guidelines.  While not required those who attend are encouraged to bring and wear masks. 

• At this time, a printed service will be available in the pew.  The members will place the used services in 
a trash receptacle outside the sanctuary doors.  Fresh printed services will be placed in pews for the next 
service.   

• Offering plates will be located at the Sanctuary doors to receive any offerings. 
• There will be no fellowship at this time.  Members and visitors are kindly asked at this time to refrain 

from greeting one another with touching, hugging, or shaking hands. 
• At this time temperatures will not be taken. Those attending are encouraged to use common sense and 

also the care for other’s health and safety if attending. 


